^ Jury On Black Panther 
Says It Is In 


Case 



NEW HAVEN Conn. (AP) - 
Tfi'fe jury considering kidnaping 
and conspiracy charges against 
Black Panther Lonnie McLucas 
reported Sunday it was ^'in disa- 
greement,’’ but the judge direct- 
ed the jurors .to return bdiind 
closed doors for furteer deliber- 
ation. 

*<We are in disagreement. 
Please advise. Thank you,” said 
the brief note passed from the 
jury foreman to Judge Harold 
M, Mulv^ of Superior Court. 
The jury is in its fifth day of d^ 
liberation. ’ 

Judge Mulvey read what is 
called the ‘‘Chip Smith charge” 
from a Connecticut case in the 
early 1800’s which urges the ju- 
rors in the minority to “exam- 
ine with candor. . .the opinions 
of each other.” 

He told the jury, which had 
deliberatjed for some 28 hours at 
that point, “to retire and give 
the matter further considera- 
tion.” 

After the jurors, looking tired 
and glum, went back to the jury 
room, defense attorney Theo- 
dore I. Koskoff objected to the 
judge’s statement on the basis 
tiiat the charge is “an invitation 
to a deal in the jury room.” 
Mulvey said he would record 
the exception. 

A crowd of about 30 persons 
— many of them McLucas sup- 
porters who have been in the 
courthouse daily— waited in the 
courthouse lobby in anticipation 
of a verdict. A small crowd of 
supporters also gathered on the 
New Haven Green across the 
street from the courthouse. 

The panel of two black and 10 
white jurors have emerged from 
the jury room ohce each day 
during its previous 26 hours of 
discussions which started 
Wednesday. ^ 

Each time the Superior Court 


panel asked for clarification 
from Judge Harold M. Mulvey 
of the four complex charges 
against McLucas, a 24-year-old 
Panther organizer from North 


Carolina charged in connection 
with the shooting death of a fel- 
low Panther member more than 
15 months ago. 

McLucas is charged with kid- 


naping resulting in death in con- 
nection with the torture and. fa- 
tal shooting in 1969 of Alex 
Rackley, a New York City Pan- 
ther.- ' ^ ^ 


